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nised the complete independence of the Transvaal Republic by
the Sand River Convention ; and two years later the Bloemfontein
Convention did the same for the Orange Free State.
But this was far from being the end of the story, as we shall
see.
§ 302. canada—lord durham's report.—One reason why
the British Government had been so ready to grant rights of
self-government to Australia and New Zealand was that recent
events in Canada had given it a new conception of the relation-
ship between the colonies and the mother-country. Trouble
had arisen there through much the same causes as those which
had led to the War of Independence. Under Pitt's Canada Act
(§ 241) each of the provinces had a Governor and a Council
nominated by the Home Government, and a Legislative
Assembly elected by the colonists. Councils and Assemblies
had got at loggerheads owing to the Canadians' resentment at
the power thus given to members of the British ruling class, who
had no personal interest in the country. And this feeling was
accentuated by the fact that the Government made huge grants
of the best land to these " outsiders," and to the Church—a
Church to which few of the colonists belonged, inasmuch as the
people of Quebec were almost all French Catholics, while the
Ontarians were mostly Scottish Presbyterians. In 1837 these
discontents broke out into half-hearted rebellions in both
provinces. The risings were easily put down by the officials on
the spot; but the Government were too wise to let matters stop
there. They sent out a Special Commissioner to clear up the
effects of the trouble, to inquire into their underlying causes,
and to suggest permanent remedies. Furthermore, they took
the bold step of appointing as Commissioner Lord Durham
(1792-1840), one of the most prominent members of the
Radical Imperialist group.
Durham was a man of that high-minded, energetic, deter-
mined type which has done so much to build up the Empire.
He began by issuing a series of Ordinances, banishing the

